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Our new website & on-line ordering
is more user friendly than ever
If you’ve never used our on-line ordering, or tried it once and didn’t care for
it, please give it another look. Placing your order on-line streamlines the entire
process for us, and YOU. We get the information we need to make your die and
you can keep track of your orders, re-order the same type of die using different
artwork, print out your order form, order Make-Ready Supplies and more.

Turning Thirty
Our award winnnig newsletter is turning 30 this year! Just like people - it’s
not getting older, it’s getting better!
Originally used as a “stuffer” in our
invoice mailings we now have over
4,000 subscribers. Do you know
someone that would like to receive
The Owosso Journal? They can sign
up on our website: www.owosso.com.





To view or download our
complete guide please
visit our homepage at
www.owosso.com!

Owosso Graphic Arts • 800-444-5552 • www.owosso.com

Associate News
It’s a Girl!

Associate Anniversaries & Company Picnic
We had our annual Associate Anniversary Breaktfast in September to recognize milestone anniversaries. This was followed up with our company picnic
- food, fun and prizes were enjoyed by all. We had beautiful weather and
the kids all went home tuckered out.
Mike - 10 years
Scott & Dottie - 15 years

Luna Marais Blue joined the extended
OWOSSO family on September 21st;
proud parents are Imaging Specialist, Tia and her husband, Tim. Luna
weighed 6 lbs.,14 oz. & 20.5” long.

Pictured above from left to right: Scott, Dottie & Mike.

In October
We Wear PINK
We PINKED out in October for
Breast Cancer Awareness month.
Every day that an Associate wore pink,
of any sort, they wrote their name on a
slip and put it in our PINK box. Every
slip equaled a $1.00 donation to our
local cancer center from one of our
employees - OGA matched it for a total
donation of $350.

Like us on Facebook
& follow us on Twitter!
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Happy Retirement!

Introducing:

After 21 years of dedication, Dave Luft
put away his etcher tools and retired.
Congratulations, Dave - you’ll be missed!

Joe Meininger started as an Intern and
now is a full-time member of our team.
Brad Wirostek joined our
team in the Imaging Dept.

Sami

Sami Roy joined us in our
Shipping Department.

Brad

More Students!
We had the pleasure of having a group
of Owosso High School students take a
tour of our facility.

Toys for Tots

Joe

Our staff went all out and filled our Toys for Tots box until it was overflowing!

Above: Mike shows students a few of our dies.
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Info & News
Make Mine Oversize
Did you know that OWOSSO has the world’s largest magnesium etching machine? We are capable of etching dies up to
30” x 120”. What would someone use a die that big for you might ask? Typically screen printers that are thermal kiss-cutting
decals for RVs, airplanes, delivery trucks, etc. But we’ve also etched a die for a refrigerator door that was on display in NYC,
debossing dies for stamping leather door panels and heat sealing dies for body bags. Oh the wonderful world of photoengraving where the applications are endless!

Above: Our etcher, Brad, waits for an oversized die to finish.

Showcase Worthy?

It’s About Time
Orders received by 10:00am EST will be put into production that day.
Provided that all the information needed is received and the file is usable:
UNMOUNTED dies ship the SAME day
• Copper dies and dies that are wood or magnesium MOUNTED
ship the NEXT day.
• Orders shipping via U.S. Mail are not guaranteed to ship same
or next day. (depending on the type of die ordered)

MailChimp ®

We are updating the showcase in our
lobby - do you have a particular piece
that you would like us to display? If so,
send it over to us at 151 N. Delaney
Rd., Owosso, MI 48867. Please note:
items will not be returned.

2017 Holiday Schedule

We utilize MailChimp® to keep our customers and friends of OWOSSO up to date
on the latest happenings. It might be shipping information related to weather, specials on Make-Ready Supplies, or other industry related events. If you would like to
receive these updates please send us an e-mail: engraver@owosso.com or sign up
on our website: www.owosso.com

Memorial Day, May 29th
Independence Day, July 4th
Labor Day, September 4th
Thanksgiving, November 23rd & 24th
Christmas, December 26th
New Year’s Day, January 1st, 2018
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About Those Files
Just a friendly reminder:
All text in your files should be converted to ‘outlines’ (Illustrator) or ‘curves’ (Corel Draw) We need your files 100%K (black in vector files) or a 1-bit color (bitmap color mode in Photoshop/raster images). Please visit our website under Ordering & Tech Tips for
the full versions of our “How to Guides” and for more information.

Converting Your Text to a Vector Graphic
When using Illustrator, InDesign or Corel Draw, it is best and very helpful, for us to safely and
accurately make your dies, to have ALL of the text in your ﬁles converted to a vector graphic.
The following will show you how to convert your text in Illustrator, Indesign and Corel Draw.
There are a number of ways to select your text and all three programs shown here are basically
the same to select your text... So, we’ll assume you already know how to do that.

We’ll begin with Adobe Illustrator...
Start by selecting the text to be
converted, then under the ‘Type
Menu’, select “Create Outlines”.
Simple right? And, if you like to use
key commands to perform tasks,
you can also simply type ‘Apple key,
Shift and O’ if you’re using a Mac.
Or, if you’re on a PC, type ‘Ctrl,
Shift and O’, as long as your text is
selected of course.

WE ARE
EXHIBITING!

on to Adobe Indesign...

Adobe Indesign...
Here we have Adobe Indesign...
Like Illustrator, we start by selecting the text (text boxes) to be converted. Then under
the ‘Type Menu’, select “Create Outlines”. Simple as that. And if you like to use key
commands here you can also simply type ‘Apple key, Shift and O’ if you’re using a Mac or, if
you’re on a PC, type ‘Ctrl, Shift and O’, as long as your text is selected of course.
Something else you can do to help with
sending us your Adobe Indesign documents:
- You can ‘Package’ the document. This
collects the fonts used in your ﬁle (but still
please convert them to ‘outlines’), as well as
any‘placed images’ you may have used.
This
a great way to collect everything you
may have ‘placed’ and used in your Adobe
Indesign ﬁle.

SGIA Expo
October 10-12
Ernest N Morial Convention Center
New Orleans
You can find us in Booth #1924
For more information please visit:
www.sgia.org

- This especially helpful with ‘Letterpress dies’
where you may have photographs or other
types of images that need to have a ‘screen’
to the die to keep a photographic quality
unlike other dies we make here.

on to Corel Draw...

How-To Convert to
“Bitmap Mode” in
PhotoShop
When creating artwork in Photoshop, in a color
mode other than “bitmap mode” your art looks
black, but...

How -To Convert to
“Bitmap Mode... Continued

To start... be sure to check the size of your art
so that it is the size you want it to be on your die.
(figure 3)
Also, check the resolution of you art. The better
the resolution the better your die will look.
(preferably 300 to 1200dpi)

figure 3

With the art open in PhotoShop... Select ‘Image’
on the menu bar above. figure 4
When the art is in any color mode, other than
‘Bitmap’, you will notice ‘Bitmap’ is grayed out.
So, first you’ll select ‘Grayscale’. Then repeat
the above.

When you zoom in on the art,
you’ll see this... The art will have a
gray ‘ghosting’ around the edges ,
as in figure 1...
This ‘ghosting’ will render on film,
used in our die making process, as a
“screen” texture, that will cause the
edges of the finished die to be jagged...
Not having nice smooth lines in the die.

figure 4

In figure 5, ‘Bitmap’ is now available.
figure 1

Now select ‘Bitmap’... Once ‘Bitmap’ is
selected, a new dialog box open, for the
‘Bitmap’ options.
(figure 5)

figure 5

In the ‘Bitmap” Options dialog... You need
to make sure the ‘Input’ and ‘Output’
resolution of the art is at least 300 pixels/inch.
(prefer 600 to 1200 pixels/inch) (figure 6)

Once you have converted the art to
“Bitmap Color Mode” in PhotoShop,
you see the edges are not ‘ghosted’
(figure 2) as they are in figure 1.
On to page 2, to see how-to convert to
“Bitmap Mode...

IADD • FSEA Odyssey
May 17-19
Schaumburg Convention Center
Chicago
Come see us at Booth #402
For more information please visit:
www.odysseyexpo.com

Then in the Method pull-down menu,
select 50% Threshold, and click OK.

figure 2

figure 6

Then save your art as a ’.tif’ file.
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on to page 3... you’re almost done...
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It’s Just A Phase
As die makers, we just keep changing
and changing. There is always newer
ways to serve you that are faster, better,

Come discover w
hat is

!
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S
O
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cooler (like our direct-to-plate)! Like the
Moon, our face keeps changing as we
continue from phase to phase.
And like the Moon, we’re still the
same on the inside. We’re committed
to serving you the best way we know
how, always. We are here to help with
YOUR success. We insist on giving you
heavenly quality at down-to-Earth prices.
Above all, we promise to be the friendliest die maker in the known universe.

If you tell a man there are a billion stars in the universe, he’ll believe you.

But if you tell him something has wet paint, he has to touch it to be sure.
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